Dear Mr. Faust ~
I am writing to express my views regarding possible budget cuts to state health and human services.  It seems that historically this is an area that continues to be hit with cuts.  Before a decision is made to yet again trim the budget within this department, I would ask that you please take into consideration the population of people who will be the most impacted by these cuts – the disabled.  

I work for a small non-profit organization called Industries, Incorporated.  We have offices in both Cambridge and Mora MN.  Currently we provide job training, employment and programming services for approximately 200 adults with a wide array of developmental disabilities.  On a daily basis I am witness to the positive effects our services have on our clients.  For a great many of these folks, the training and employment opportunities they have received through Industries, Inc. has resulted in opportunities many would never have dreamt possible….a chance to go to work, earn a paycheck, and be proud of who they are and the work they do.  While a certain number of them may never be able to work in the community, through our services and training many have been able to gain employment in the community.  This not only provides them with a sense of belonging and self-worth, it could also eventually lead to less dependency on state programs and aid.  But without our services, most of these folks would never get to that point.  
Not only would cuts affect the population we serve, but it could also mean the loss of jobs for around 50 staff at our 2 locations.  None of which could afford to lose their job.  In fact, approximately 1/3 of the staff working here at Industries, Inc. are already working a 2nd job in addition to this one because they cannot afford the increasing costs of everything else with what we are being paid here.  The price of gas went up, the price of groceries went up, every other “cost of living” went up.  Though our wage increases in small amounts, following COLA guidelines, this certainly does little to help with increasing costs of everything else.  However, I should also mention that we have several staff members here that have been with Industries, Inc. for 15, 20, even 30 years; this fact should help bring to light that despite the low pay, the rewards of the work we do is enough to make us dedicated enough to stay, and continue to provide much needed services to the disabled in our area.
If funding for our programs is cut in these already tough financial times, I regret to say that I don’t know if our non-profit company would be able to stay in business.  In small communities as ours, there aren’t many employment options, for staff and especially for clients if they were seeking employment without our support.  While I understand how difficult it must be for you to make decisions such as these, knowing that no matter where the cuts land, someone will be affected, I ask that you please take a moment now to consider that cuts in this area of human services area will be affecting a population of adults who do not necessarily have the luxury of simply looking for a new job, or moving to a new area to find work, or relying on family or friends to help through a tough financial time.  It’s not all about money, it’s about their independence and their dignity and self-sufficiency.  Forcing them out of jobs where they earn their own pay, and back into dependence on state aid seems to be to be a step in the wrong direction.  Please do not take help away from those who need it the most.

Respectfully,

Industries, Inc. Staff
Mora, MN
320-679-2354

dthmora@industriesinc.org
 

 
